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As usual, The Dawson County Museum’s summer began Memorial Weekend with our Annual Car 
Show.  And this year was a big one!  We had 70 registered vehicles and served over 200 people at 
lunch!  The weather was perfect.  It was a great start to what is becoming a great summer for the 
museum.  We’re usually busy during the summer months but this year seems to be bringing in more 
people and new events! 
 
 
(This photo is a reminder of how dry our winter & spring were. Our grass is usually lush green by the end of May.) 
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We’ve hosted weddings and memorial services, puzzle 
contests, and speaking events, but one thing we hadn’t 
done was a family reunion.  It was time! What a great 
event! 
 

The descendants of Marion & Nellie (Lahm) Marshall met in 
the main gallery at Dawson County Museum over the 4th of 
July Weekend.  Marcia Holtz was excited to host her 
extended family.  A short time ago she donated her 
mother’s graduation and wedding dresses to the museum.  
She couldn’t think of a better place to have the reunion 
than at the very place where her family heirlooms now 
reside.  She asked if it was possible to have them on display 
during their reunion along with wedding dresses from other 
family members.  As relatives came, so did wedding 
dresses.  We now have gowns from three of Marion & 
Nellie’s daughters and two from the next generation.  
 

The Marshall Wedding Collection will be out on display here 
throughout the summer.   
 
 
 

 
 

                           
 

                                                        The Clayton Yeutter Story  
                                                        from Eustis to Washington 
 

                                                           From a hardscrabble childhood in the Great Depression  
                                                                    on the dust plains of rural Nebraska,  
                                                         Clayton Yeutter rose to work for four U.S. Presidents,  
                                                                   serving in the cabinets of two of them.   
                                                     His challenge, posed by one of President Ronald Reagan’s  
                                                               aides, was this:  go and change the world. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



Overton will celebrate its Sesquicentennial next year.  In preparation for the celebration there is an 
ambitious group of people working on publishing a book to tell the story of Overton and its people.  
Their goal is to have information collected by November. 
 

Do you consider the Overton area home?  Did you have relatives who helped build or prosper the 
community?  Is your home church in Overton?  Do you have family stories from the area?  Did your 
family have a business in town?  Do you have photos or maps of houses in town or photos of 
homesteads or updated farms from the area?  Were you an Overton Eagle?  Were your ancestors 
Southsiders  who did all their business in the town?  Do you have stories, photos or memorabilia from 
Overton or its families from the past 150 years?   
 

If you answered yes to any of these questions, please help us! 
 

 Photos or documents to donate? Get them to Overton Library or Dawson Co History Museum. 
 Digital copies?  Email them to dchsociety@gmail.com   
 Stories or information to tell?  Contact one of these people:   

Cindy Hasty:  richardhasty27@gmail.com 
      Deb Weiland:  debw494@gmail.com 
      Jennifer Shubert:  jshubert@outlook.com 
      Crystal Werger:  308.324.5340 
 

Please pass the word along to anyone you think may be interested.  Thanks for your help!   
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

   

Featured in our Art Gallery this summer 
is a miniature replica house.  This house 
measures 30”x 30” corresponding to the 
original house which was 30’ square. 
Two sides of the house open to show 
the inside. This house was built in 1983 
by a couple who had actually lived in the 
original.  He grew up in the house and 
he & his wife lived there for a few years 
after they were married.   
 

Albert & Emma Simmons built a house 
in 1904 between Cozad & Lexington 
about five miles north of Hwy 30. Their 
son Wilbur & his wife Ernie built the 
model about 35 years after they lived 
there. They were meticulous with the 
details of the house – inside and out.  
 

The original house is still standing.  It was moved to another location in Dawson County.  It is now 
home to a fourth family.  We’ll be telling that story in a future edition of the Banner. 
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  Oh, Those Su-um-mer Ni-ights!   
 

I love Summer!  I love seeing the leaves on the trees, the flowers in the yards, and kids at the pool!  I 
have so many wonderful memories of summertime as a kid.  Some of my favorite things to do were riding 
my bike around Murdock, going to the pool at Platte River State Park with my friends, and going to 
baseball games at the ballfield in town.  And if we were lucky our parents took us to the Drive-In Movie 
Theater in Lincoln. 

By the early 1940s Drive-In Theaters were becoming 
popular in the United States.  By 1942 there were 95 
Drive-Ins across 27 states.  During the War Years 
(1942-1945) due to gas rationing and rubber being in 
short supply many Drive-In Movie Theaters shut 
down.  But after the war, between 1946-48, the 
number went from 102 to 820 across the nation. 
 

Ten years later there were over 4000 Drive-Ins 
throughout the United States.  Nebraska had 43 in 
1958, and Lexington’s Motor Movie Drive-In was 
Dawson County’s.  In 1951, Loton Todd, a local 
businessman, bought ten acres of land along Highway 
30 on the west side of Erie Street.  Construction 
began in late 1951, and the theater was open for 
business in early spring 1952.  The boom of the Drive-
In Movie Theater lasted through the early 1960s.  
Todd sold his in 1968 to Laurence Hanno and Kenneth 
Scholz, who operated it until the early 1980s.  By 
then, with cable TV and VCRs becoming increasingly 
available, Drive-Ins pretty much disappeared.  Though 
there was a small resurgence in the 1990s, by the end 
of the century there were only five Drive-In Movie 
Theaters operating in Nebraska.  
 

Loton Todd’s Motor Movie Drive-In, like many of his competitors, had playground equipment for young 
children to play on before the movie started.  Some of the bigger ones even had miniature golf courses or 
a petting zoo.  Most all of them had a concession stand or snack bar.  In larger cities a few had indoor 
seating in their “snack bars” and served fried chicken.  But most Drive-In Theaters around here served 
food that could be served quickly such as candy, ice cream, hot dogs and pretzels.  Sometimes there 
were carhops that would deliver food to the cars. 
 

My oldest son and I were watching a movie the other day where characters were sitting in their car 
watching a movie.  I turned to my son, who is 23 years old, and said to him, “you missed out on Drive-In 
Movie Theaters, they were fun, and I wish you could have experienced them.”  He agreed and thought it 
was too bad they are no longer a popular thing.  He said he would enjoy going to them.  I said the large 
televisions we have now and the ability to stream most movies as soon as they hit the theaters is 
probably why we no longer have them.  Most people would rather just stay home.  He agreed that he 
would rather watch a movie at home if he had the option, but every once in a while a Drive-In would be 
fun.  I think many of us would agree with him, and most of us who grew up going to Drive-In Movies 
have fond memories of times spent there.       
           Crystal Werger 
 

rarehistoricalphotos.com/drive-in-movie-theater-history-1930-1950/ 
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Upper Left:  Early 1952 
workers scramble putting up 
the framework for the screen 
at Loton Todd’s Drive-In 
Theater.  Todd’s goal was to 
open in April that year. Notice 
there is not much else around 
on the west edge of town. 
 

DCHS archives also have 
photos of workmen rebuilding 
the screen after a couple of 
windstorms took out the 
structure. 
 
 
Lower Left:  1961 Handbill. 
Monthly Movie Schedules 
printed on heavy paper were 
handed out to cars as they 
paid entry into the theater.  
Patrons were encouraged to 
hang them as reminders. 
The movies shown here played 
at the Motor Movie during April 
1961.  They had been released 
between 1956 and 1960, so 
they were not first runs. This 
was the only way to see 
movies a second or third time, 
since there were no streaming 
services, cable TV channels, 
videotapes or DVDs. 
 

 

 
 

Researching Lexington’s  

Motor Movie Drive-In Theater  
was a lot of fun for me.  The 

museum has a few photos  

and a little bit of information 
 about it when Loton Todd 

 was the owner, but there isn’t 
much about it in later years.   

If you remember going to the 
drive-in theater during those years 

or you knew Kenneth Scholz 

 or Laurence Hanno  
please contact me at the museum 

or come and chat with me.  
 I always enjoy hearing 

 “the rest of the story.”   

– Crystal 
 

 



 

 

Dawson County Fair – Commercial Building – Wed-Sat 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

From Our Front Porch 
Myths & Truths 

of  Cy Hagadone 
 

Saturday     September 17th 

2:00 pm 

 
Cy came to Plum Creek in 1874 – Truth 

 

Roper who practiced on his brother? 

Rode with the Olive Gang? 
Cowboy with the Buffalo Bill Show? 

 

Truths or Myths? 
Come hear the stories! 
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